
Certificate of Exestrpti*r: *,eGAffi. ft*fr&f?.ffi F*rffi 2
To be completec by srnal!*r authcriti*s whel"e tfre higher of grcss incorne or grcss
expenditure did not exc*ed f25,**C ir: th* year nf ***nunt enejed 31 March 2*25, and that
*rish t* cerirfy themselv*s as *xen:pt frnm a lirnlted as$Lirance review under $ecti*n S cf the
Local Aucit (Srnaller Authnrities) R*gul*tions 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited as$urance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, prcvided that the authority has cerlified itself as exempt at a
meeiing of the authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Ceriificate of Exemption is subrnittec no
later than 30 .iune 20?5 notifying the external auditar.

Benefield Parish Council'=--.t;,=,,=r=i i,llllli,
.,,,.:.
:] ::

"

certifies that during the financial year 2A24125, the higher of the authority's total gross lncome for the
year or total gross annual expenditure, for ihe year did not exceed t25,00CI

Totai annual gross income far ihe authority 2fr24125. 18,617

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2fr24125 t10,552

There are cedain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, sc that a iimiieo
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then :t
cannot certity itself as exernpt and it must submii the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor tc underlake a limited assurance review for whieh a fee af f2t 0 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you ar* confirming that.
. The authority was in existenee on 'ist Aprll2fr21. in relation io the preceding financiai year i2A23124), the external auditor has not:. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it

" made a statutcry recommendation to the authority, relating to the autJrority or any entity connected with it. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1il ) of Schedule B tc the [ocalAudit and Acccuntabrlity Act
2014 ("theAct"). and has not withdi'awn the notice

. commenced juciicial review prr:ceedings under section l)1i1) o{ the Act
' made an appiication under section 28{1 ) of the ,Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaratron. The courl has not declared an iiem of accouni unlawful aflei" a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authorrty neither received gross income. nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding t25.000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy subrnitted to the external auditor
either by emarl cr by post (not both).

The Annual lnternal ,Audit Repcrt, ,{nnuai Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an anaiysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulaiicn 15 (2). Accounts andAudit
Regulations 2015 ineluding the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fuily completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the auih*rity websitelwebpage* before "1 Juiy 2025.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by Date

-,,i.ifrii s,r+
Date

=Eo'e{a;x.$

I confirm that this Cedificate of
Exempt 0n was approved h"

thisauthorityonthisdate 
y cT qS?*'tl

as recorded in minute reference.

55.25.ii

ONLY this Certificate of Exemrption sheuld be returned EITHER by email OR by post {not
both) as soon as pessible after certification to your external auditor, but no |ater
than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of f40 + VAT.

Annual Governance and Accountability RetLrrn ?C24125 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and ether SrnallerAuthcrities

Generic email address of Auth*rity Telephone number

"Published web address
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Annual lnternal &r:dit Repont 2024f95

During the financial year ended 3'1 March 2025, this authority's internal auditor aciing independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2124ft5 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

O. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) - The eouncrl mei its respons!bilities as a trusiee

Dat€(s) internal audii undertaken

Signature of person who
carried out the internal aucit

Name of person who carried out the internal audit

K F Grace ACA

11t05t2025
lJate

1.1,t05t2075

(add separate sheets if "leeded).
*.N*tg: f{ the r*spon$s is.'not coveredi pt*ase state when the rnost recent rnternal audit workwar dsn* rn thi$ afee and :when it.is;,:
nexi plannAd; nr, if **v*rage is not required. tf ie aniluai interna! audit report must explain why :n*t iadd separate gheets if need

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 202425 Form 2
Local Counciis, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmalierAuthorities

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properiy kept throughout the financial year.

E. This authority complied with its financial regrilations, payments were supported by invoices, ail
expenditLrre was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achleving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangemerts to rnanage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate

E. Expected income was fully received, based cn coi'rect prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked: and VAT was appropriateiy accounted fcr.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, ali petty cash expenditLlre \r,/as

approved and VAT appropriaiely accounteci for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to memb€rs were pard rn accordance wiih tfiis authorrty's
approvals, and PAYE anC Nl requirements rr*ier'e properly Epplied. I

H. Asset and investments registers ,,vere complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. Periodic bank account reconcrliaticns were properly carried oui during the year.

Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basi$
(receipts and payments or income and expenditurei. agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audii trail from underlying r"ecords anc rrhere appropriate debtors and creditors urere
properly recorded.

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a lrrrited assurance review in 2023124 it met the
exemption criterra and correctly declared itself exempt. {li lhe iauthrlnfy hat.l a limited assiirarx;*
review af its 2023/24 .4GAR tick "itot cave{el'i

l-. The auihority published the required information cn a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with the relevant leqislatioir.

M" ln the year covered by this AGAR. the authcrit;v c*rrectly pr"ovided for a period for the exercise of
public r"ights as required by the Acccunts and ALidit Regulations iduririg lhe 2024-25 AG,AR periaC,

were pitbiic rights in rciailcfi lc lhe 2*23-24 AG,AR evitlenced by a n*tice an the webstte aftdlD{
autharity approueC mii'iLrt-os canfirt:ing ihe L{aies sei).

ili. The authority has complreel u"'ith the publication i'equirements for 20?3/24 AGAR
(seeAGAR Page i Guidafite t\ictesi.

For any olher risk areas identified by this authoriiy adequate cont!"ols existed (list any other risk areas on $eparate sheets if needed)
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$ection t - Annual Governargee $tatement 2024125

We acknowledge as ihe members of:

i : Benefield Parish Council
'' : .. 

llEllElv rclllDll \J\JLrllr'Il

our responsibility for ensuring ihat there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statemenis. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that.

This,Annual Governance Siatement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on.

Signed hy the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

and recorded as minute r"eference.

.f s, aJt,i

e 7 oS..,2 C ,ill..; l:' .,, , ,,, 
::

approval was givery-

',)'f,-,\\---
L;hatr

Clerk

'1. l&re have put in place arrailgements for effective financial
manaEernent during the yeai-, and for tire pr"eDaratron of

Ithe accounhng staternents.
lt

prepated its accaunt!ng stalen.?€rfs in atcordance
,1;II ihe 4acot/nrS a1d.4iJr: Fer,r.rdtio.:s

2. We maifltarned an adequate system of rnteinal control
including measures desiGned to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectrveness.

iiaie prcper arrcnEeff!ents and ac.epted respanstbiiriy
f? saielud'dnE t.p p"tair. rarer at'J "esaurtps,n
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselveg
that there are no matters of actual er potential
non-compliance vflth laws, regulations and Pi"oper
Practices that could have a srgniiicant financial ef,rect
on the ability cf this authority to canduct iis
business or manage its finances.

i ill$

'',',{,i

nes anly dane rihat il ,as lhe ieqral por.,'e,. ta do anc has
ccmplied',t,ith Proper Practlces rn dol,rg sc

4. We provided proper opportunlty dun.1g the y*ar f*i
the exercise of electors' nghts in accoriance wiin ihe
i-equirements of the Accounts ani Aijdit Regulaiions.

./
dLtritlg the year ga,re all pe$ons, irltercstecl the appaftunity ic
lrspeci anC ask questrons abaut this authority s accoLlnis

5. We carried out an assessi'nent of the nsks facing thts
author-itv and took approprrate steps io manage ihose
r"rsKS, including tne intiodtctlon cf iniernal ccntrcls arC,/or
external insurance cover where requi;"ed.

cansidereC and dacurnented ihe ftnancta! a/lc olher risks rl
€acJs ano Cee:: w,!h t'€n o :cet y

6. We maintaineO thrcughout the yea!'an adeqi.tate afld
effective system of internal alrdii oi ine a.c.urtiirg
recorCs a^d cortrol sy;:ers.

,,,,,-,,{
arra!1ged ior e combeten! person independent oi the financia!
contrais end prccedqres to give an obje.iive view on whether
iniernai coritrais fieet lhe neeris of ihis sfiialiet autkcrity.

?. We took appropriate aatior cn all rnait€rs raised
in reports from iniernal anc external audit.

responded ta ir'atters braught ia tts attentton by interna! ana
external audit

&" We consrclered whether any liiigation, liabilities or
comar.riiments. events or transactions. occurflng either
du!"ing or after the year-enci have a financial impact cn
this authority and. 'uvhere appropriate. have inciuded thern
in the accounting .qtaterflents.

rri ili:ii.l,!

lrr:::il:i::
r.. 5

during tlle year inciuding events takirtE piece after the i.eat
end if rel*vani.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our canacrty as th* scle rnanagrng
trustee we discnarged our accauntab,iirty
responsibiliiies for the fund(s)/assets includinq
financial reportrng and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met aii af iis rcsporslbilrtles fihere as e boCy
ccrpcraie li ls a sc/s managlng irusies oi 3 locai trust
or lrusis

"For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation r*ust be pubiished

The authority websitelwebpage is up to date arrd the information requir"ed by the Transparenc'v Code has
been published.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A?4!25 Form 2
Local Councils, Internai Drainage Boards ancl other SmallerAulhorities
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Section 2 * Accounting $tatemen"ltw 2fi24f2$ for

,,ts efield

L Total value of cash and
short term investments 1t i575 9,74C

The sum af all current and depasit ba nk accaunts. cash
halclings and shaft terfi investfients held es at 31 March -
To agree with bank rscanciliation.

L Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
anei assets

t,$ ],,:llltlt,,

= 

6il',lffi 6lrlil 3C

The vaiue a{ all the properly the author"ity owns - it ts fiade
up of all its fixed assels and Jong iernt in'tesirnenls as af
31 March.

10. Total bcrrowings r:r:t:sr . r : lltri:tii:uiiitj
llll l llllllll:l llla

u c
The outsta;tdina capitai balance as ai 3? Mardt of ali loans
ftom third pafties iincltiding PWLB)

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Cauficil, as a body carporale. acis as sole lrursfee and
is responsible for managing lrusf funds or assers

11 b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

ihe figures ifi the aacountlng sfafenrenls above
exclude anv Trust tran$acfians.

I certify that for lhe year ended 31 March 2025 the Acccunting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure h,asrs follovflng ihe
guidance in Governance and Accountability for $maller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and
present fairly the financial position of this authority

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer befare being
n1e,, 

-s9 
nte,,! !g !| 9.,3

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this auihority on this date:

i i I,r,;iiiix..','.',' 
"1.,E==S.S=i:Rr$

as recorded in minute reference:

::=
::::::::tr=

Annua! Governance and Accountai:ility Return 2?24fi5 Farm 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Yearendi1qt*=:

Sl March
2024

CI

3,{,,MaiCh.
2925 '

c

Pleasa ro{Jlrd.alt fisures.to aresttt. Ea iiat leave any
6oxBs brarr,{ sr?d .|.|etr,art f*'* filit falances, All ftgures must
agree lo underlying frnan.iial,|.*co.rdq ,..... ,: ; ,,

1. Balances broughi
forward 9,704 11,67t

Total halances and reserves at the beginnings of the year
es recorded in the financial recards. tlei.re rnrlsr agree ta
Bax 7 af previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 8,20C 9,20(

Total affiount af precept {ar for lDBs rales anC leviesl
received or receivable in the year. Exc/ude any gftnts
received.

3" i+) Total other receipts

1,01€ 4t=t
Total incame cr recerpts as recarded irt fhe cashbook less
lf?e precepl ar rates/levres received (line 2). lnclitde any
grants rc*eil,ed.

4. (-) Staff costs

1;311 1,99f

Iolal expendilure orpay,fisnls macte ta and on behalf
cf ail empicyees. lnclade gross sa/arles and waEes,

employers Nl conlributions. employers pensian
contributians, grafuilles and severance p€yfienls.

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments {

Total expenditure or paytnents o{ capital and inleresi
made during the year on the aulhority's 5o,'rowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments
5,931 8,55r

Tatal expenditure ar payments as recorcjed in the cash-
book less slaffcosrs (line 4) and laan interest/capital
rcnavmcnts llinc 5)

7. (=) Balances carried
fonvard 1 1,67r 9,74(

Total balances and reseryes at the efid af the vear. Must
equal (1+2+3) {4+5+6)

:,1:Y. ,:
: ,I{O NIA

Date ,l g9,, . €*


